
Book Set in a Surrounding State 

Kentucky: 

The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes, F Moye, Libby e-audio & e-book 
Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve hoping to 
escape her stifling life in England. But small-town Kentucky quickly proves 
equally claustrophobic. So when a call goes out for a team of women to 
deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice 
signs on. The leader, and soon Alice’s greatest ally, Margery, became 
known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky. These heroic women 
refuse to be cowed by men or by convention. And though they face all 
kinds of dangers, they’re committed to their job: bringing books to people 
who have never had any, arming them with facts that will change their 
lives. 

 
The Taking of Jemima Boone by Mattew Pearl, LP HISTORY US 1700s Pearl, Libby and hoopla 
e-audio & e-book 

On a quiet midsummer day in 1776, weeks after the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, thirteen-year-old Jemima Boone and her 
friends Betsy and Fanny Callaway disappear near the Kentucky 
settlement of Boonesboro, the echoes of their faraway screams lingering 
on the air. The exciting story of Jemima Boone’s kidnapping vividly 
illuminates the early days of America’s westward expansion, and the 
violent and tragic clashes across cultural lines that ensue. 
  
 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, F Stow, Libby and hoopla e-audio & e-book 
The narrative drive of Stowe's classic novel is often overlooked in the heat 
of the controversies surrounding its anti-slavery sentiments. In fact, it is a 
compelling adventure story with richly drawn characters and has earned 
a place in both literary and American history. Stowe's religious beliefs show 
up in the novel's final, overarching theme—the exploration of the nature 
of Christianity and how Christian theology is fundamentally incompatible 
with slavery. 
 
 



Illinois: 
 
The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger, Libby e-audio & e-book, hoopla e-book 

This is the extraordinary love story of Clare and Henry, who met when 
Clare was six and Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was 
twenty-two and Henry was thirty. Impossible but true, because Henry 
suffers from a rare condition where his genetic clock periodically resets 
and he finds himself pulled suddenly into his past or future. In the face of 
this force they can neither prevent nor control, Henry and Clare’s 
struggle to lead normal lives is both intensely moving and entirely 
unforgettable. 
 

Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury, F Brad, Libby and hoopla e-audio & 
e-book 

For those who still dream and remember, for those yet to experience the 
hypnotic power of its dark poetry, step inside. The show is about to begin. 
Cooger & Dark’s Pandemonium Shadow Show has come to Green Town, 
Illinois, to destroy every life touched by its strange and sinister mystery. The 
carnival rolls in sometime after midnight, ushering in Halloween a week 
early. A calliope’s shrill siren song beckons to all with a seductive promise 
of dreams and youth regained. Two boys will discover the secret of its 
smoke, mazes, and mirrors; two friends who will soon know all too well the 
heavy cost of wishes…and the stuff of nightmares. 
 

The Devil in the White City : Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America 
by Erik Larson, TRUECRIME MURDER SERIAL Mudgett, Libby e-audio & e-book 

Author Erik Larson imbues the incredible events surrounding the 1893 
Chicago World's Fair with such drama that readers may find themselves 
checking the book's categorization to be sure that 'The Devil in the White 
City' is not, in fact, a highly imaginative novel. Larson tells the stories of 
two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the fair's 
construction, and H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming 
doctor. 
 
 

 



Michigan: 
Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley. T Boul, TEEN BOCD Boulley, Libby e-audio & 
e-book, hoopla e-audio 

As a biracial, unenrolled tribal member and the product of a scandal, 
Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in—both in her hometown and on the 
nearby Ojibwe reservation. When her family is struck by tragedy, Daunis 
puts her dreams on hold to care for her fragile mother. The only bright 
spot is meeting Jamie, the charming new recruit on her brother’s hockey 
team. After Daunis witnesses a shocking murder that thrusts her into a 
criminal investigation, she agrees to go undercover. But the 
deceptions—and deaths—keep piling up and soon the threat strikes too 
close to home. How far will she go to protect her community if it means 
tearing apart the only world she’s ever known? 

 
Beach Read by Emily Henry, F Henr, Libby e-audio & e-book 

January, a romance writer who no longer believes in love and a literary 
writer, Augustus, stuck in a rut engage in a summer-long challenge that 
may just upend everything they believe about happily ever afters. 
Augustus and January are polar opposites. Until, one hazy evening, one 
thing leads to another and they strike a deal designed to force them out 
of their creative ruts: Augustus will spend the summer writing something 
happy, and January will pen the next Great American Novel. She’ll take 
him on field trips worthy of any rom-com montage, and he’ll take her to 
interview surviving members of a backwoods death cult (obviously). 
Everyone will finish a book and no-one will fall in love. Really. 

 
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis, JA Curt, Libby e-audio & e-book 

It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may 
be a motherless boy on the run, but Bud's got a few things going for him: 
He has his own suitcase full of special things. He's the author of Bud 
Caldwell's Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a Better 
Liar Out of Yourself. His momma never told him who his father was, but 
she left a clue: flyers advertising Herman E. Calloway. Once he decides 
to hit the road and find this mystery man, nothing can stop him--not 
hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself. 
 



Ohio: 
 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng, F Ng, Libby e-audio & e-book 

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything 
is meticulously planned – from the layout of the winding roads, to the 
colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. 
And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose 
guiding principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic 
artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her 
teenage daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. But 
Mia carries with her a mysterious past, and a disregard for the rules that 
threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. Elena is 

determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at an 
unexpected and devastating cost . . . 
 
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, F Morr, Libby e-audio & e-book 

Set in Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old Pecola 
Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as 
beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed children in America. 
In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in the Breedloves' garden 
do not bloom. Pecola's life does change—in painful, devastating ways. 
With its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a child's 
yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. The Bluest Eye remains one of 
Toni Morrison's most powerful, unforgettable novels- and a significant 
work of American fiction. 

 
Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper, JA Drap Mind Bk. 1, Libby e-audio & e-book 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything 
she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try 
to diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated 
classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally 
challenged because she cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses 
to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone 
know it - somehow. 
 


